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Action Comes Uppermost
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Pure Brightness, Grain rain, The Beginning of Summer, Lesser fullness of Grain - All things come to life in Spring, and
swell in Summer. Everything is at its best.

One of the former UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon's greatest contributions lies in his efforts in leading the United
Nations and coordinating the international community to overcome all kinds of difficulties and successfully bring out three
major agreements: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Paris Climate Agreement and the New Urban Agenda.
The birth of the three agreements indicated that mankind is starting to rethink the model of, and wake up to the problems
associated with, industrialization and urbanization. These agendas serve as guidelines of actions for all-round transformation
toward sustainable development, and are of vital significance to protect the planet that we live on and promote lasting peace
and common prosperity.

The three historical protocols provide both policy and action guidance for the various areas - social, economical,
environmental, cultural and urban life on global village, of which the key is to get them implemented at national, regional, city,
community, rural, business and individual levels.

Taking action, we still have a long way to go. In Spring, we attended and contributed to the 10th Regional Environmentally
Sustainable Transport Forum and Vientiane International Mayors Forum, Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development in
Bangkok, the 13th International Conference on Green and Energy-Efficient Building in Beijing, and International Leadership
Conference on“Healthy Oceans — Healthy Coast” in Hongkong. Relevant industries and regions are planning to take practical
actions.

As such, the 12th Global Forum on Human Settlements & Sustainable Cities and Human Settlements Awards Ceremony
will take place focusing on the urgent sustainability issues as well as commemorating the “World Cities Day 2017” at the
headquarters of the United Nations in New York on 30 and 31 October 2017. The only goal is to promote actions. In the
meanwhile, International Green Model City Initiative is officially open to first foundation cities and entities for better promotion
of actions.

Besides, Global Forum on Human Settlements and World Best Practices Magazine are dedicated to become a
center for processing knowledge, spreading information, promoting technology and facilitating action, thus facilitating the
implementation of the three agenda.

In this issue, we covered the sustainability experience from city of Mannheim and city of Cape Town, as well as best
practice from Danish wastewater plant, in the hope of inspiring the peer industries and cities to take actions on the ground.

All things come to life in Spring, and swell in Summer. Action Comes Uppermost!

By the Editorial Office, World Best Practices Magazine
May 31, 2017
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The 12" Global Forum on Human Settlements &
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Theme: Effectively Planning and Managing Urban Spatial Development to Implement 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and New Urban Agenda
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The Opening of 11th Global Forum on Human Settlements
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Global Forum on Human Settlements (GFHS)
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Permanent Observer Mission of the African Union to the
UN (AU)
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Permanent Mission of the Gambia to the UN
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Relevant United Nations Agencies
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Universal Peace Federation (UPF)
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World Urban Campaign (WUC)
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World Association Of Non-governmental Organizations
(WANGO)
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Better City Institute (BCl)
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FOR A BETTER URBAN FUTURE  UNEP

THE 11TH GLOBAL FORUM ON HUMAN SETTLEMENTS
& SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS AWARD CEREMONY
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Group shot of the awarders and awardees, SCAHSA 2016

The two-day GFHS - XII will consist of closed
consultation, opening ceremony, high-level dialogue,
sub-forums, recommendations and summaries,
exhibition, awards ceremony, field visits and studies.

Topics to be addressed:

B A J') A P 9l~%4ﬁ~ The Closed Consultatton

® |ntegrated, polycentric, and balanced territorial
development policies, strategies and practices

® Safe, accessible, green and quality public spaces

® Improve city environment and resilience through
resource efficiency

@ International Green Model City Initiative

® | ow-carbon city and new energy development

® Inclusive urban renewal

® Sustainable tourism

® Smart city

@ Characteristic town

® \Women and Children in the Rapidly Urbanizing World

RAIR &S GFHS - X1
Warmly welcome to participate in GFHS — XIlI.

WD EE PEEHTLct BiE: +86-0755-83288289 fEE: +86-0755-8328 8619  http://www.gfhsforum.org
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Mission Hills Resort Destination

IR ERREWRY. R, BO=H, B0
SR eTREXENEEEE. 8 1992 FKHF
waARIGE |, MERRRAEENANE, BSRR,
FERR, SR, MHIERER. ERW. KEE
R 7 KB — R E R AR B R FIE R
AT E.

Mission Hills Group is the owner and operator of world-
class leisure and resort destinations in southern China.
Founded in 1992, the Group has expanded the reach of
its business into Shenzhen, Dongguan and Haikou and
established itself as an international sporting and culture
exchange platform as well as a leading leisure destination
for sports, commerce, leisure, wellness, culture and
retail-tainment as well as commercial and residential
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Striding towards a low-carbon, environmental
and ecological friendly Mission Hills
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Mission Hills Group

Low-carbon - Environmental-friendly -
Sustainable Development

“Low-carbon, Environmental and Ecological Friendly”
is the key to Mission Hills” sustainable development
strategy. A Mission Hills” sustainability framework in
developing low-carbon, environmental and ecological
friendly is established to efficiently manage our energy
and water resources, waste recycling, carbon offsetting,
ecoloygical protection, low-carbon transportation,
sustainable procurement, development and tournament.
The Group strides to develop a low- carbon economy
and support a low-carbon lifestyle through implementing
energy conservation and reduce pollution in the aspects
of consumption, living, travel, leisure, entertainment,
convention, health care, and tournament and at the same

time promote sustainable tourism.

MISSION HILLS
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From waste to energy: Danish plant flexes the power
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Warm the World with Geothermal Energy
— Dr. Li Zhenhan and His Geothermal Energy World
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Sustainability Experience from Mannheim 100 irBEEEEK
- Exclusive Interview with Dr. Peter Kurz, Lord Mayor, Picking the pack that grows back

City of Mannheim, Germany
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H.E. Mr. Somdy Douangdy, Deputy Prime Minister, Lao PDR making a keynote speech

The Intergovernmental Tenth Regional
Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST)
Forum Productively Concluded in Vientiane
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he Intergovernmental Tenth Regional Environmentally

Sustainable Transport (EST) Forum in Asia co-
organized by the Ministry of Public Works and Transport
(MPWT) of the Government of Lao PDR, the Ministry of
the Environment of the Government of Japan (MOE-
Japan), the Partnership on Sustainable, Low Carbon
Transport (SLoCaT), the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN ESCAP),
the United Nations Office for Sustainable Development
(UNOSD) and the United Nations Centre for Regional
Development (UNCRD), was productively held from 14
to 16 March 2017 in Vientiane, Lao PDR, with the theme
of “2030 Road Map for Sustainable Transport ~ Aligning
with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)”.

The Forum was officially inaugurated by H.E Mr.

PoE N JLJ——%‘L'#\“ xa&x%\/ﬁ/ﬁ EAE « FH A
H.E. Dr. Bounchanh Sinthavong, Minister of Public Works
and Transport, Lao PDR delivering remarks

+ g {}§i& | SPECIAL REPORT 017

HAEHREREET < (UNCRD) 4 Chikako Takase 343
Ms. Chikako Takase, Director of UNCRD delivering remarks

GFHS #: % % & - K A%
Mpr. Haifeng Lu, Secretary General, Global Forum on Human
Settlements (GFHS) giving a speech
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Mr. Jong Soo Yoon, Head of the United Nations Office for
Sustainable Development (UNOSD) making an address

Somdy Douangdy, Deputy Prime Minister of the Lao
PDR, and chaired by H.E. Dr. Bounchanh Sinthavong,
Minister of Public Works and Transport, Lao PDR.
The Forum was attended by over three hundred
participants comprising of national and city government
representatives as well as international participants from
forty-eight countries, which include twenty-five regular
member countries of the Regional EST Forum in Asia.

The forum aims to identify and discuss how Asian
EST member countries can contribute to achieving the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development through
sustainable transport solutions.

H.E Mr. Somdy Douangdy, Deputy Prime Minister
of the Lao PDR emphasized in his keynote speech that
the maintenance of existing infrastructure to ensure
user safety, to meet durability and serviceability, and
tackle natural disasters requires a substantial amount
of funding. In order to address these challenges
effectively, it is also crucial to strengthen rural-
urban connectivity. Lao PDR is currently promoting
investments for developing and improving transport
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infrastructure through the public-private-partnership
(PPP) mechanism.

Ms. Chikako Takase, Director of United Nations
Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD) highlighted
that this Forum is very special by marking the tenth
anniversary. She explained that the Bangkok 2020
Declaration adopted in 2010 was one of the first regional
efforts to address a number of goals around the Avoid-
Shift-Improve approach. She also pointed out that a
wealth of knowledge in various aspects of sustainable
transport was created by these Forums.

Mr. Lu Haifeng, Secretary General of the Global
Forum on Human Settlements (GFHS), was invited
to attend the forum and delivered a speech on "New
Energy Development in Low Carbon Cities", sharing the
opportunities and challenges for the development of
low-carbon cities and new energy in the context of the
Paris Climate Agreement, and the International Green
Model City Initiative in promoting low-carbon cities, as
well as presenting Chinese examples on building low-
carbon cities, which contributed to the substantive
discussions of the Forum.

Asia, being the most populated (with 4.4 billion
people) and fastest growing and urbanising region
in the world, will require a massive transformation in
its transport sector in order to remain on the path of
resilience, economic prosperity and sustainability.
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Growing traffic accidents, congestion and pollution
have been critical impeding factors hampering social
well-being and economic prosperity in Asia.

The forum participants had in-depth discussion
on various policy options, institutional measures,
technology interventions, financing mechanisms and
partnership arrangements in the transport sector for the
achievement of the SDGs.

® Environmentally Sustainable Transport
— Connecting the dots to SDGs, Paris Climate
Agreement and the New Urban Agenda

Asian countries are making progress in “connecting
the dots” in their response to the different global
agreements as was demonstrated by a range of
examples presented in the session. Indonesia has
shown early leadership through the construction of
a BRT system in 2004 in Jakarta that includes 1,350
buses, 465 kilometres of bus lanes, and 288 stations.
Efforts are now being made to create a light rail system
that can service an expected 180,000 urban passengers
per day by 2019.

India has also shown significant leadership in
environmentally sustainable transport with a focus on
increasing the availability, accessibility, and quality of public
transport, such as currently providing some 326 kilometres
of urban rail services and moving towards a single transit
card. Recently some 177 cities have been provided a

&7 Bl K4k Representatives from member states
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basic first service bus system and India has set the target
of constructing 1,500 kilometres of bus rapid transport
(BRT) systems by 2031. India has 250 kilometres of BRT
in operation with 16 cities currently constructing some 300
kilometres of additional systems.

® Achieving Greater Food Security, Women
Empowerment, Poverty Eradication through Improved,
Inclusive and Equitable Transport System

Currently, two-thirds of the population of Asia lives
in rural areas, but 80-90% of the poor live in these
rural areas of the region’s major countries, making
improved rural access a key priority. If poverty is to be
eliminated, and if agricultural and ecosystem services
are to be enhanced, then poverty, social equity, and
their relationship to rural-urban connectivity must be
addressed.

The Forum noted that poverty and lack of access to
transport are correlated, with movement of agricultural
product to markets a major economic development
challenge, and access to health care and other social
institutions dramatically affecting quality of life.

Comprehensive and integrated planning leading
to improved access was identified as a key area of
focus by Bhutan, Lao PDR, Sri Lanka, and Thailand.
Villages, families and individuals — including both
men and women — require better access to health,
education, credit and finance, labour markets,
markets (and market information) for their agricultural
and non-agricultural inputs, products and services.
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® Rural-Urban Connectivity in Achieving
Sustainable Regional Development

An estimated 40 per cent of Asia Pacific’s rural
population (totaling 700 million people) does not
have access to an all-weather road. Isolated rural
populations are more likely to be trapped in poverty,
which disproportionately affects women, the elderly and
the disabled. LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS in particular suffer
from a lack of rural-urban connectivity.

A number of EST countries are taking steps to
develop integrated rural and urban national transport
strategies and policy frameworks. Nepal has achieved
poverty reduction by almost 21% in several villages
after introducing access roads, with per capita income
increasing more than 100% in these areas; yet 55% of
Nepal's rural roads remain inoperable, stressing the need
for investment and maintenance. In comparison, 86%
of Bangladesh’s rural population is connected to local
centres, making non-motorised transport a more feasible
and sustainable means to decrease economic disparity.

In summary, it is necessary to think of rural-urban
networks in more dynamic terms, and to allow for the
“reverse migration” of urban populations back to rural
areas.

5 H KA Representatives from local governments
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® Role of Road Safety in Achieving Sustainable
Development

Road traffic accidents and injuries are a major
public health problem and a leading cause of fatalities
in the Asia EST region. The total number of fatalities due
to road accidents in the Asian EST region in 2013 was
almost 700,000, representing just over half the road
fatalities globally. The majority of fatalities were incurred
in the People's Republic of China (38%) and India (30%).

The total resulting cost estimate for road accidents
in the EST countries in 2010 is $735 billion, of which
almost half in the People's Republic of China. In the
Asian EST region it is estimated that some 3.3% of GDP
is lost on average, with the highest value (more than 4%)
for the South Asia region.

Realising SDG Target 3.6 could yield for EST
countries a saving of more than 340,000 lives annually
and a reduction of the burden on the economy with
more than $350 billion per year, equivalent to a growth in
GDP of more than 1.5%.

Actions to improve road safety can be categorised
into four areas, namely: enforcement, education,
engineering, and emergency response.

A key element of achieving the SDGs and other
international agreements will be to cultivate direct links
to tangible local activities, like the LRT pre-feasibility
study undertaken in 2016 by the Government of Bhutan
with the technical support of UNCRD, to provide vertical
integration of efforts to avoid replication and align
interests. This will need to be supported by strong policy
frameworks that both inform and guide the application
of innovation in the transport sector, and enable
innovative financing approaches to be harnessed.
Such vertical integration will provide a valuable
framework to streamline data collection and reporting
on progress both to inform future planning, design and
implementation.

The investigation into mass transit options for
Bhutan has uncovered a number of areas where smart
policy can play a key role, for instance fiscal policy that
envisions a shift away from importing fossil fuels and
moves towards harnessing the Kingdom'’s abundant
hydroelectric energy potential to power its transport
system. Bhutan is also shining a light on how investment
for the good of the present and the future can be well
informed and considered through the wide involvement
of multiple government agencies working closely with
business, local government, and international experts.

The participants have also reviewed and evaluated

their countries’ progress, initiatives and achievements in
best practices in addressing the Goals of the Bangkok
2020 Declaration (2010-2020) as well as drawn vital
lessons and gained insights into the directions of
the EST member countries moving toward the SDGs
through sustainable transport solutions and actions.

® The Vientiane International Mayors Forum held
on 15 March 2017 as an integral part of the 10th EST
Forum

The Mayors Forum discussed a number of other
sustainable urban development issues, such as
integrated planning, localising SDGs, addressing
the New Urban Agenda, public participation in
urban planning and development, financing, urban
infrastructure, conservation of urban cultural and natural
heritage, among others in support of SDG 11, which is
entitled Make Cities and Human Settlements Inclusive,
Safe, Resilient and Sustainable.

t @ ff} ;& | SPECIAL REPORT 023

Financing remains a significant challenge in
facilitating a sustainable cities transformation. In this
regard, ways to increase transparency, accountability
and monitoring is needed.

Implementing green and clean city policies and
projects of conservation of cultural and natural heritage,
and maintaining and expanding urban recreational
zones, parks, built monuments and other public spaces
typically falls under the authority of city administrations
and local governments. Public consultations in the
process of formulating those and other urban renewal
related projects is essential to ensure the widest
possible local public ownership of urban development
programmes and projects.

In order to protect investments and sustain
development gains through resilience it is essential
to have in place baseline data and an effective asset
management system to understand the current
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In order to protect investments and sustain development gains through resilience it is
essential to have in place baseline data and an effective asset management system to
understand the current condition, functionality, level of risk exposure and vulnerability of
assets and systems and information on the users. Post-disaster assessments should
guide future actions to strengthen resilience. Applying risk-informed planning and design

strengthens resilience proactively.

condition, functionality, level of risk exposure and
vulnerability of assets and systems and information
on the users. Post-disaster assessments should guide
future actions to strengthen resilience. Applying risk-
informed planning and design strengthens resilience
proactively. Robust governance and institutional
systems, capacities and technologies are required to
ensure reliable and effective quality assurance and
compliance in the planning design and implementation
of development initiatives.

At the close, more than 300 participants adopted
the Vientiane Declaration on Sustainable and Rural
Transport towards Achieving the 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development. In addition, 29 mayors and
city authorities and representatives from the Asian and
African region signed the Kyoto Declaration and Its
Addendum on the Promotion of EST towards Realising
Resilient, Smart and Livable Cities in Asia. This was a
remarkable demonstration of the commitment of cities
towards Sustainable Development Goal No. 11, which
calls for making cities and human settlements safe,
resilient, inclusive and sustainable, Dr. Bounchanh
Sinthavong Minister of Public Works and Transport, Lao
PDR said.

The 11th Regional EST Forum in Asia next year will
be hosted by Mongolia. @
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1. From Habitat Il to Habitat IlI:
Twenty Years of Urban Development

® Quick Facts

1. Urban areas around the world are facing
enormous challenges and changes than they did 20
years ago.

2. Cities are operating in economic, social, and
cultural ecologies that are radically different from the
outmoded urban model of the 20th century.

3. Persistent urban issues over the last 20 years
include urban growth, changes in family patterns,
growing number of urban residents living in slums and
informal settlements, and the challenge of providing
urban services.

4. Connected to these persistent urban issues are
newer trends in the urban governance and finance:
emerging urban issues include climate change,
exclusion and rising inequality, rising insecurity and
upsurge in international migration.

@ Policy Points

1. When well-managed, urbanization fosters social
and economic advancement and improved quality of life
for all.

2. The current model of urbanization is
unsustainable in many respects.

3. Many cities all over the world are grossly
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create wealth, generate employment

and drive human progress by harnessing the
forces of agglomeration and industrialization.
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The decline in infant mortality

and high fertility has resulted in a

relatively young population. Children

and youth aged below 24 account for

of global
population.
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This represents a great opportunity
in terms of labor force.
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The world population is aging.
Globally, the population aged 60
or over is the fastest growing at
the rate of

per year.
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unprepared for the challenges associated with
urbanization.

4. A new agenda is required to effectively
address these challenges and take advantage of the
opportunities offered by urbanization.

5. The new urban agenda should promote cities and
human settlements that are environmentally sustainable,
resilient, socially inclusive, safe and violence-free and
economically productive.

In 2015, there were 801 million people aged 60 or

over, comprising ,ﬂ /A
_ |; CE of the world’s population.

‘This represents a
tremendous challenge.
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Cities that are sustainable, resilient and inclusive are dependent upon good governance that encompasses:

Strong effective leadership, which helps overcome

o. .o fragmentation across departments, multilevel
' “ governance and investment sectors when building
consensus and eliciting action on specific agendas
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Land-use planning, particularly territorial and
spatial strategies, have been used across different
policy sectors to address climate change risks, and
build effective mitigation and adaptation strategies
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Jurisdictional coordination, in sectoral areas such
as land, transport, energy, emergency preparedness,

and related fiscal and funding solutions. This also
includes addressing issues of poverty and social

through inter-territorial solidarity.
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@ Inclusive citizen participation in the design
of infrastructure, urban space and services
legitimizes the urban planning process and allows
cities to leverage their stakeholders’ expertise.
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Efficient financing helps foster urban responses
to climate change, through the ability to establish
innovative ways to finance sustainable projects.
Public private partnerships (P3s) are one strategy in
which governments leverage private sector capital
for projects.
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wire 11 Urban population at mid-year (1995-2015)
SEohYIEAD (1995 - 20154F)
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Although large and very large cities are in some
ways the leading edge of urbanization, because of their
influence and economic importance, they are not the
fastest growing, nor do they represent the majority of
the urban population. The fastest growing urban centres
are the small and medium cities with less than one
million inhabitants, which account for 59 per cent of the
world’s urban population and 62 per cent of the urban

ASiE]Ei‘-M_ ) ) .
= population in Africa.
Atnes JEH
Wod B The enormous growth of cities largely through
= § g é § % § § g rural-urban migration, and the challenge of organizing
- - 0 0 0 adequate housing placed the emphasis on large-scale
Wiy & ms public schemes to build low-cost, affordable housing.
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Cities have become a positive and potent force for addressing sustainable economic
growth, development and prosperity, and for driving innovation, consumption and
investment in both developed and developing countries. Cities have turned into nodal
points of mounting human, socioeconomic and environmental vulnerabilities, of which
inequality, sprawl and air pollution have become the most visible manifestations. It
therefore follows that a business-as-usual approach will not be enough to keep up with

Figuie 1.2 Global patterns of urbanization, 1995 ©11  19954E 2 kg L=
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